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ures of leather. Fifty years ago our hatters so rivalled those of England in their West India Islands that a British statute was passed making American hats seizable when water-borne ; and thirty years ago the leather manufactures of Philadelphia were as good and cheap as those of Britain. Indeed, before the Revolution, little leather was imported by the Northern States. None of us then wore British hats or British boots. American hats and boots cost but $5, and we should, I believe, export them now, if they could be imported duty free.
" Our system of revenue is, in my opinion, vicious, and the secretary's tariff will make it worse.' The duty on Bohea tea is nearly as much as the cost in China. The duty; on coffee, tea, sugar, ardent spirits, and wine will yield ample profit to contraband trade. The coffee and sugar plantations in our neighborhood will soon glut again the markets. Coffee, when imported duty free, was retailed at from thirteen to fifteen cents. The present duty, therefore, of five cents (and six is proposed) is a full third of its value. It will not cost more than half a cent a pound to place coffee and tea and sugar from Montreal along the line east of the St. Lawrence which separates us from Canada, There is little chance of collecting a duty of $i per gallon on spirits, when for less than a fifth of it the article can be smuggled. Forty years ago it was smuggled to save a duty of less than ten cents. It is not my duty to form a system for the support of public credit, but it is the duty of us all to oppose what is wrong in any system/'
"I am sorry to see, by a late newspaper," Morris wrote to Mr. Moss Kent, on March $d, " that our friend King has eloquently supported a perpetual land-tax, While you offer millions of acres to sell, is it wise to threaten those who buy with an everlasting yoke of tax^-
